
Brian Atwater’s suggestions on the 19 January 2011 draft of the Delta Independent Science 
Board’s memo on stressors 
 
Main suggestion:  Provide, on the first page, a meaty abstract and a table of contents.  Readers 
will especially welcome an up-front summary of the memo’s main points. 
 
Additional suggestions: 
 
p. 1, last line:  Here and elsewhere, avoid the pushy “must.”  In this instance consider, “SBX7-1 
thus requires The Delta Plan to address threats and stressors and their reduction.”  
 
p. 2, line 1:  “multiple management objectives” to help define “objectives” at first use. 
 
p. 2, bulleted point 3:  “A stressor that threatens one objective threat may promote another.” 
 
p. 2-3, long paragraph:  Make more digestible by making each of the three examples into a bullet.  
Consider also making the last 8 lines into a separate paragraph.  These lines go beyond the scope 
of the existing topic sentence on page 2. 
 
p. 3, line 8 and first line of 2nd paragraph:  plural subjects, singular verbs 
 
p. 4, diagram:  Obviate the distracting black box by enclosing each of the oval areas with a gray 
oval line.  Snug up each of the titles beneath its oval.  Add a heading above each oval:  MODEL 
and WETLAND EXAMPLE.  Provide space between letters and arrows.  Here and in the text, 
replace “system” with “ecosystem” for clarity. 
 
p. 4, conceptual model:  necessary to use both “pressures” and “stressors”? 
 
p. 5, first paragraph:  Goes way beyond the announced topic of “terminology used by different 
agencies and investigators” (heading, p. 2).   If the bold-faced point is important, consider 
making it into a heading, or at least into the paragraph’s topic sentence (the existing topic 
sentence is a mouthful).  Clarify this bold-faced point by using “ecosystem” and “management 
objective”. 
 
p. 5, heading:  Civilize the “demand” by replacing it with “call for”  
 
p. 5, first paragraph after heading:  Here and elsewhere, who is “we”?   Delete “essential”; the 
Board wouldn’t classify if we didn’t think the effort important. 
 
p. 5, “historic failure”:  probably extends beyond residents of California. 
 
p. 6, “The Delta is a system”:  Meaning unclear to me. 
 
p. 7, first lines:  “In addition to changing climate, the 21st-century Delta faces the likelihood of 
earthquakes that may leave a number of islands permanently flooded.” 
 



p. 7, “The Delta is a relatively well-studied system”:  Meaning unclear to me.  Relative to what?  
Studies in what fields? 
 
   
 
 
 
 


